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trial result, the spirit of humility 
Ch patient enquiry for truth. We 
Chu be satisfied until we find in 
‘wha Jesus Himself the one who can 
Coulto our own hearts, guide our 
the \t and inspire our service. Then 
placd4ut of the very clouds light 
whict forth. The vessel may seem 
PAIS gnking in the midst of the 
atorm. But we have looked forward 
and seen beyond the tempest, and are 
impelled to speak this word of hope. 
fie Chinese and foreigners together 
we have been meeting during October 
1926 in Shanghai at the fourth 


Christian Council. After days of 
1 deliberation when we have faced this 
we haye reached a common 


Annual Meeting of the National 


A CALL TO THOSE WHO SEEK CHRIST’S WAY OF LIFE 
(Translation) 


whereby the needs of the people may 
be met and the Church revived. It 
is to live according to Christ's way 
of life, firm in will and pure in aim. 
If every Christian had the mind of 
Christ and was being transformed so as 
to live as He lived, would not all our 
problems be solved and the fear of 
dissension be banished? 


What do we mean by Christ’s way 
of life? Inwardly it means spiritual 
union with Christ. Outwardly it 


_ means the manifestation of His Spirit 


in all our life and contacts. How can 
we attain to His way of life? Of 
many methods we wish to mention a 
few which seem to us most pressing 
at this time. In them we see God’s 
call to churches and other Christian 
bodies at work in China. The Na- 
tional Christian Council places itself 
at the service of all those who call 
themselves fol lowers of Christ as they 
seek unitedly to re-explore His way 


of life and to rededicate themselves 
to Him. 


1. In Inner Life. 


As we clearly sce the importance 
of finding Christ’s way of life we are 
brought back freshly to the need for 
Bible reading and prayer as: first 
essentials. 


The Bible contains the record of | 


God’s love and its manifestation in 
the life of Jesus Christ. Therefore to 
know God and to find Christ’s way 
we must study the Bible. There are 
still many in the Church who cannot 
read at all and these must be taught 
to read. Among those who can are 
many who do not care to read the 
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Bible and these need good study helps 
and other means whereby their 
interest in the Bible may be stimu- 
lated. 


But in reading the Bible we need to 
pray. Prayer leads us into fellowship 
with the Father and with His Son, 
Jesus Christ. It linitless 
power, hope and courage, given us 
through faith in Christ. Its chief 
value is not in asking for particular 
things, not even in seeking guidance 
for our life. It is the maintenance of 
the most intimate union between the 
divine and human spirits 


ll. In Family Life. 


In the family we have the natural 
ephere for the expression of the 
Christ-life. The progress and devel- 
opment of religion is dependent upon 
the seed sown in the home; and here 
it is that we can immediately apply 
the principles of Christ. 
honours his parents will honour those 
of others; he who cares for his own 
children will care for other people’s.’’ 
Jesus Christ says, ““Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as_ thyself,’—how 
much more then those who have the 
first claim on us, 


The home is the place where the 
religious teaching of the young must 
begin. If this is attended to the child 
grows up unconsciously in the atmos- 
phere of love, and thus hie spirit is 
daily renewed and virtue is developed 
in a steady, natural and enduring 
way. At this moment when Religious 
Education in the schools is being 
challenged it is indeed an urgent 
matter to see that it is we!l given in 
the home. If we fail here what is 
our hope for religicn? 


In Wider Relationships. 


Every human relationship must, 
for the Christian, be determined 
according to Christ’s way of life. 
This is an unavoidable implication of 
our faith. 1t is utterly impossible to 
separate religion and daily life. The 
man who would live the Christ-life 
must be forever applying his prin- 
ciples to his environment. He must 
build and he must destroy. He will 
bring the Christ spirit into each sphere, 
—school, social life, politics, interna- 
tional relations, etc., so that Christ 


who. 


may be seen in these as a real 
power. He will also seek to 
overthrow social evils such as opium 
—seelng these as enemies of Christ to 
be fought with unswerving determina- 
tion. As Christ cleansed the temple, 
so let us cleanse the nation’s life. 


IV. In Witnessing. 


Seeing Christ’s way of life as the 
goal wherein we may achieve all 
that is best and worthiest, we shall, 
through life and death, hold fagt to 
this faith. ‘‘When we’ ourselves are 
established we shall establish others: 
developing our own life we may serve 
the development of others.” As 
Christians we shall know that to save 
ourselves is not enough. ‘To all who 
will attend we bear witness that they 
also may find the true Source of love 
and life. Itis our family mission to 
preach the Gospel and to introduce 
Christ to men. So we shal! express 
our devotion to Christ and serve our 
country as loyal citizens. 


We believe that the needs of this 
very hour in China may be met as we 
seek to live the Christ-life, work it 
out along these lines. We send out 
this call to our fellow-Christians in 
the hope that the elders and brethren 
in Christ, irrespective of racial, 
sectarian or theological distinction, 
may join in the oneservice: Through 
patient prayer and unceasing labour 
we trust this effort may be acceptable 
to God. Let all who are Christ's 
followers be up and doing! 


Given out at the Fourth Annual 
Meeting of the National Christian 
Council of China, 18th October, 1926. 


MESSAGE FROM THE GENERAL 
SECRETARY 


The following word from the general 
secretary addressed to readers of the 
Chinese Bulletin is translated for 


readers of the English Bulletin. Dr. 


Cheng had not time before leaving 
Shanghai to write anything especially 
for this number of the Bulletin, but 


we hope to have contributions from 
him in future js ues. 


“As I take up the general secretary- 
ship of the Council I am aoutely 


structive work. 


conscious of my physical limitation 
and my lack ot experience in con- 
I shall not, I fear, 
be able to carry out all my desires in 
this new position. Nevertheless I feel 
deeply grateful to the Annual Meet- 
ing for the call which came so strongly 
and unanimously. While shrinking 
at first from accepting this call, 1 
have come to recognize it as being the 
will of the group for me, indicating 
a responsibility which I could not 
refuse. 1 have therefore for this one 
year accepted the will expressed by 
the Aunual Meeting. 


‘“At this time when the church i 


passing through a period of tion 
there are indeed many prob! 0 
faced. It is as we discover . liv 


the Christ-life that we shal! ab] 

to meet this situation, receivine in War 

power and wisdom. Call’?! 


of the The iblished on 
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from this new 'Aincerely 
hope that the eters betbren. 
throughout the churches will fiid 
me from time to time and save ° 
from any failure in carrying out 
work to which 1 have set my hai 


THE ANNUAL MEETING 


From October 13th to 20th 
National Christian Council hel 
fourth Annual Meeting. LKighty- 
persons were present 
members, of whom a number 
substitutes. Some of these we 
minated by the various group: 
stituting the Council and sever 
nominated for this year only by 
Provincial and City Federations. 
Through these persons the Council 
was brought into touch with some 
of the centers where active 
cooperation is taking place. There 
are twelve vacancies in Council mem- 
bership caused by the fact that some 
of the organizations which are pro- 
vided for in the constitution are not 
cooperating in the work of the Coun- 
cil and the question of how to deal 
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with these vacancies was referred for 
further consideration to the Executive. 


It was therefore felt that the Council | 


should try to discover some way 
whereby elements not now represented 
or not represented as fully as would 
be desirable might nominate persons 
for some of these places. 


On account of the fizhting and 
unsettled conditions in (‘entral China 
the Council was without any repre- 
sentative from the Wuhan Cities or 
from the Province of Honan. Only 
one representative reached us from 
Hunan’ Most of the representatives 
from South China, however, were 
able to attend, and a _ considerable 
proportion of those from North China. 
We had four representatives from 
‘Szechuen. A number of visitors 
attended part or the whole of the 
meeting, notably Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
secretary of the American Presbyterian 
Mission, North, and some of hie 
colleagues in the deputation at present 
vizsiting China. The Council was 
stimulated by listening to two addres- 
ses in the course of which Dr. Speer 
outlined some of the problems raised 
through the cooperative work of the 
churches in America and showed how 
these problems had been faced by the 
Federal Council of Churches. An 
abstract of there addresses will be 
found in this number of the Bulletin, 
and they will be printed in full in 
the Annual Report. 


The Central Message. 


The Council, from the b-ginning 


tried to face the present situation in 
China and the condition of the 
Church with a view to discovering in 
what way the National Christian 
Council could most fruitfully serve 
the churches. This discussion took 
place in part through groups into 
which the Council divided on the 
gecond morning and again on the 
third one. These groups conducted 
their discussion in one language and 
thus much time was saved and the 
discussion in mosi cases proved to be 
vital and stimulating. The work of 
these groups was finally taken into a 
special committee consisting of the 
chairmen of the groups and a few 
Persons appointed by the Business 
Committee. Here the detailed re- 
commendations were worked over and 


from this coordinating committee a 
report came back to the Council. 
This report has now been issued in 
the form of a Call which appears as 
the leading article of this Bulletin. 
The members of the Council met with 
an eager dezire to know what the 
spirit is saying to the Churches, and 
as, all together, minds and hearts 
were turned to this effort, they felt 
that they were rewarded by being 
drawn into a deeper unity of thought 
and expression. They issued the call 
in the belief that they were thus 
transmitting a Call from God to the 
Annual Meeting and through this 
meeting to the wider constituency 
which the Council exists to ‘erve. 
The Call, therefore, is not to be 
understood as simply a program of 
work, but rather as a suggestion as to 
the place where emphasis ought to be 
placed in ail the varied work being 
undertaken in the Christian move- 
mentin China. While certain lines 
of activity are indicated, and the 
Council plans especially to help in 
relation to these, the main purpose of 
the Call is to bring al! Christians face 
to face with Christ, towmphasize the 
necessity of spiritual union with God 
through Him, and to provoke a spirit 
of inquiry into what the way of 
Christ meas in every relationship of 
life, that He may be made a living 
reality to the people of China through 
the lives.as well asthrough the spoken 
witness of His followers. 


This thought gripped the members 
of the Council. No activities however 
good in themselves can be put for- 
ward as the chief objective of our 
work unless they are those which 
epring out of a deep realization of the 
presence of God in our own lives and 
are the natural expression of the 
Spirit of Christ actually working in 
individual hearts and in the Church. 
Jt was natural therefore that when 
the Call was presented to the Council 
it should be adopted not by vote, but 
by a season of prayer and thanks- 
giving in which the notes of confession 
and dedication were manifest. The 
spiritual experience through which 
the Council went in receiving and 
deciding to pass on this Call is one 
which cannot easily be put into a 


The International Question. 


During the period since the last 
meeting «wf the Council much atiention 
has been concentrated by Christians 
as well as others in China upon 
China’s international relationships. 
The Council undertook to study this 
situation and to collect the expres- 
sions of opinion and definite actions 
taken by Mission Boards, Missions, 
Churches, Christian groups of various 
kinds, and individual Chinese Chrie- 
tiansand missionaries. ‘The material so 
collected was presented to the Council 
and a summary of the findings was ac- 
cepted as sati:factorily giving the gist 
of this large amount of materia!. ‘The 
Council, however, was not satistied 
simply to act as a receiving and 
transmitting agent, but referred the 
question of its own action to the 
Business Committee for further con- 
sideration. Asa result of a good deal 
of thought, the Business Committee 
proposed a resolution which was 
adopted in the following form: 


The National Christian Council of China 
and International Relations. 


The following resolution of the 
National Christian Council of China 
was the result of a careful study, ex- 
tending over sixteen months, of the 
situation gererally, and of the opinions 
expressed officially by Mi-sion Boards, 
Migsions, Churches, Christian Uniong 
and Missionary Associations, and un- 
officially by many individual Chinese 
Christians and missionaries. It isthe 
only pronouncement on these issues 
made by the Council, and, until the 
time of passing it, the Council’s 
activity in this matter has been simply 
to stimulate thought and collect in- 
formation. The wording of the re- 
solution was worked out by the 
Business Committee as an agreed one 
to meet varied viewpoints, and finally 
alopted without dissent by the Coun- 
cil, only a few members abstaining 
from voting. 


Resolved : 


that while the National Christian 
Council 18 not in a position to speak 
Officially for the organizations which 


repoit, but which was certainly have combined to bring it into exist- 
shared in by most, if not all of those / ence, yet after studying closely all the 
who were present. | recorded actions of these organizations, 
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we, collectively and as individuals, 
place on record our conviction: 


1, That the Christian Church and 
Christian Missions should preach the 
Gospel and perform Christian service 
in China upon the basis of religious 
liberty freely accorded by the Republic 
of China, and that all provisions in 
the treaties with foreign countries for 
special privileges for the churches or 
missions should be removed. : 


2. That the present treaties between 
China and foreign Powers should be 
revised on a basis of freedom and 
equality. 


3. That we are glad of the steps 
already taken towards this end by the 
Governments concerned and trust that 
they may persist in their efforts till 
satisfactory results have been achieved. 


4. That whatever were the histor- 
ical circumstances which led to the 
present state of affairs, its speedy 
remedy is now the joint responsibility 
of Chinese and foreigners and that in 
this task we need the spirit of per- 
sistent forbearance, understanding, 
and love on both sides. 


The Council therefore calls Chris- 
tians in China of whatever nationality 
or occupation to a more fearless fol- 
lowing of Christ, whatever the cost, 
and to cooperation in bringing His 
Spirit into our international relation- 
ships.”’ 


This resolution proved to be the 
expression o the united judgment of 
the whole Council and was adopted 
without any dissent, a fact quite re- 
markable in view of the wide dif- 
ferences of opinion which have been 
expressed in the Christian body and 
by members of the Council during the 
last eighteen months and which were 
brought into unison by this action. 


The Educational! Question. 


It was a significant thing that the 
National Christian Council, for the 
first time, gave a considerable part of 
ts Annual Meeting to the discussion 
of Christian education, it being cus- 
tomary to regard educational matters 
as well left in the hands of the 
C. C. E. A. The problem has, of 


the new government regulations both 


in North and in South China, but 


é 


even apart from this it is evident that 
the development of the educational 
work and the growing life of the 
Church are creating a problem which 
has not yet been solved. The schools 
and especially the colleges and un- 
iversities established by missions dre 
being carried on on a scale which puts 
them far beyond the present capacity 
of the Church to carry. Nevertheless 
the growing emphasis upon Chinese 
direction of educational and ecclesiast- 
ical matters makes it increasingly 
difficult to justify so large an element 
of foreign control in so vita! a part of 
the Christian work. In facing this 
problem the National Christian Coun- 
cil was recognizing the necessity for 
the Chinese Church to think out her 
relation to education both in the light 
of the problems created by the new 
regulations and also in the light of 
her own present growth and future 
needs. 


The discussion did not lead to any 
definite conclusions, but there seemed 
to be a large measure of agreement 
on the necessity of relating the 
educational work more closely both 
to the national education as planned 
by the government and to the !ife 
and work of the Christian Church. 
The transfer of edueational work to the 
Church should be pressed forward, 
it was urged, but not at a rate which 
endangers the efficiency of the schools. 
The relation to the government 
should, so many felt, be as close as 
possible, but not in ways which 
threaten the Chri-tian character of 
the schools. 


The Leadership of the Council. 


No one fact was more evident to 


one who has attended a series of 
these cooperative meetings than the 
development which this Annual 
Meeting marked in effective Chinese 
leadership. Practically every major 
question which 


and far the largest part of the 
discussion was carried on by the 
Chinese. In the work of committees 
the creative thinking was done very 
largely by Chinese Christians. The 
burden of the Council’s work is being 


course, been forced into the fore- taken over more and more by the 
ground of the Churchs thought by leaders of the Chinese Church. 


came before the 
Council was introduced by Chinese, 


This was typified by the appoint- 
ment of Dr. C. Y. Cheng as general 
secretary. Not until the last session 
of the Council was it clear that he 


would be prepared to accept this call, — 


and even then he did so with much 
hesitation and on!y making a definite 
promise for one year. There was not, 
however, the elichtest doubt as to the 
will of the Council and the conviction 
that Dr.Cheng’s leadership in a larger 
way was es<ential to the carrying out 
of those bigger things which the 
Council felt called upon to undertake. 
In the same session Dr Yui was able 
to announce that in spite of the 
advice of his doctors he was prepared 

to yield to the unanimous demand of 
the Council that he should fill the 
position of chairman for another year. 
In the case of both of these men the 
medical question came in prominent- 
ly, and the action taken by them 
involves an element of risk in regard 
to their own health. No doubt readere 
of this article who are eager t© see 
the work of the Council go forward 
will be glad to remember these two 
men in specia] prayer in regard to 
this matter. 


Devotiona! Sessions. 


As on previous occasions the first 
meéting of the Council struck a de- 
votional note and a good deal of time 
was spent in prayer following an 
address by Dr. Cheng. The morning 
half hours led by Mr. T Z. Koo and 
on one occasion each by Dr. Speer and 
Dr. Kerr, were times of real spiritual 
refreshment and inspiration, Mr.Koo’s 
talks especially being greatly appre- 
ciated as he tried to lead us into a 
deeper understanding of the spiritual 
experiences and consciousness of 
Christ and their implications for our 
own lives. In the call to the follow- 
_ing of Jesus Mr. Koo made very 
effective use of some passages from 
the Chinese classics. 


The Rev. Chia Yu-ming on Sunday 
morning led the Council in a study of 
Jacob’s experience of God, laying, 
stress particularly on the absolute 
necessity of first-hand experience if 
our lives and work are to be truly 
Christian. 


In the closing meeting Dr. C. Y. 
Cheng drew the whole group together 
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‘in a wonderful meditation on the life 
and especially on the death of Christ, 
@ service which might be spoken of 
truly as a communion service without 
the elements. This formed a fitting 
-ciose to the work of the Council and 
the members left with a sense of 
renewed dedication to Christ and a 
sense of His continuing presence to 
make this dedication effective through- 
out their lives. 


AMPRESSIONS OF THE FOURTH 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN 
COUNCIL 


‘Held in Union Church, Shanghai, 
October 13--—20, 1926. 


The following paragraphs are taken 
from an article by Mr. E. E. Barnett, 
representative of the Y. M.C. A. on 
the National Christian Council. They 
conclude an article, the earlier part of 
which is largely given to a general 
account of the Council’s work and the 
immediately preceding paragraphs re- 
cord the way in which the Council 
dealt with the problem of China’s 
international relations. 


“The above paragraphs doubtless 
reflect something of the prevailing 
‘atmosphere’ in which we live and 
move and have our being in China at 
the present time. They do not do 
justice, however, to the dominant 
spirit of the meetings which went a 
good deal deeper than has been in- 
dicated. The meeting was the anti- 
thesis of a ‘program-making’ occasion. 
Again and again it was stated that 
the function of the Council is not to 
work out programs of Churches and 
other Christian bodies. 
rather to rally the Christian Move- 
ment of China around a deeper, more 
vital, and more far-reaching mission. 
Were I to summarize this mission as 
it seemed to be conceived by the 
Council, I would say it is two-fold: 
(1) to call the Christian forces of 
China, or rather those who constitute 
them, to a deeper mystical union with 
God through Christ; and (2) to call 
Christians to a fearless enquiry «nto 
what constitutes the Christian Way of 
Life in China today and to an equally 


Its duty is 


daring commitment to that Way in 
all our relations, whatever the cost. 
It was agreed that the personnel and 
work of the Council staff and com- 
mittees should be organized with a 
view to furthering these two objectives. 
It is important to add that one sensed 
a genuine glow of spiritual warmth as 
the Council came back, as it did again 
and again, to this two-fold call of 
Christ to His followers in China at 
this time. Many felt that more was 
done than the passing of appropriate 
resolutions, that a fire was Jit which 
in turn will fire-a somewhat dis- 
couraged but expectantly waiting 
Church. 


**An illustration of how this new 
emphasis and approach of the Council 
will actually work out may be seen in 
the new program of the Industrial 
Committee. This Committee has been 
in existence since the beginning of the 
Council. It has been provided fairly 
generously with funds and has been led 
by able secretaries. It has conceived of 
ites task as that of helping China avoid 
as far as possible the evil consequences 
which accompanied the growth of 
modern industrialism in the West. 
It sti!l conceives this as its duty, or as 
part of its duty, but it now proposes 
to back up and make a fresh approach 
to its whole task. The shift in its 
emphasis ie suggested by its new name 
—not Industrial Committee but com- 
mittee on Christianizing Economic 
Relations It proposes henceforth to 
bend its efforts towards mobilizing the 
thinking and the conscience of Chris- 
tians all over the country—in modern 
city and in rural community, along 
the coast and in the interior—on the 
question of how to make our every-day 
economic relations truly Christian. 
These relations are thought of as 
including the relations between mas- 
ters and slaves (still unfortunately to 
be found,) between master or mistress 
and domestic servant, between master 
and apprentice, between employer 
and industrial worker, between buyer 
and seller. In like manner other 
committees of the Council and its 
staff will seek to serve in a movement 
to make Christianity in China more 
Christian. 


‘‘All over Christendom one sees 
evidences of an awakening to the fact 
that Christians generally have not 


an Chrisiianity very serious- 
ly. Menand women, especiaily among 
the young, are beginning to reatize 
that Christianity if really practised 
would be more revolutionary in its 
demands upon our lives than bol- 
shevism. Some are saving thatifthey 
do not accept Christ as lord of all in 
their lives they are unwilling to claim 
Him as their lord at all. One wonders 
if the spiritual revival for which men 
everywhere are yearning wil! not 
emerge from this movement. Surely 
in China where human life and human 
relations have always been the central 
interest of all her schouls of thought, 
Christ will come with a fresh® and 
overwhelming appeal when He comes 
to be seen as the Lord of Life and not 
as a more or less metaphysical figure 
or as the inspirer of a vast and com- 
plicated system of institutionalism. 


It is a divine task to which the 
National Christian Council turns as it 
seeks to bring, first of all to Christians 
and then to all China, this revolution- 
ary gospel of Jesus Christ the Lord of 
Life. It is a task in which Young 
Meu’s Christian Associations along 
with churches, schools and colleges, 
and other Christian bodies will have 
an essential part to play. Most of all 
it is a call to Christians as individuals 
to “‘out-think, out-live, and out-die”’ 
their contemporaries! 


E. E. Barnett. 


Some of My Impressions After 
Attending the N.C. C. Annual 
Meeting. 


After attending the fou:th annual 
meeting of the National Christian 
Council, I considered myself most 
fortunate in meeting leaders of the 
church and having intimate fellowship 
with some of them. The thing that 
struck me the most was this. Not 
only was there a sense of responsibility 
among the delegates, but there was a 
spirit of hearty co-operation. The 
National Christian Council proves to 
us that in bringing the Kingdom of 
God into fuller realization there ig no 
distinction of nationalities and races. 


The whole conference was marked 
by a real awareness of religious short- 
comings in our Church. If the Church 
of Christ is to stay in China it mus 
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base itself upon the bed-rock of 


spiritual. conviction. With a deep 


sense of spilitual need, the Council 
issues a ‘‘Call’’ or sp'ritual message. 
I think the Counce] has struck the 
right note. 


The willingness on the part of 
fenlor missionaries to hear the voices 
of jinior Chinese brethren was not 
merely a matter to call forth admira- 
tion Lut a sign of great promise inthe 
development of the Church in China. 


Short Report of the N.C.C. Annual 
Meetings. 


It was the privilege of the writer to 
attend the N.C. C. Annual Meetings 
from Oct. lith. tothe 2Uth. Being 
an itinerating or district missionary 
one has close and intimate dealings 
with a great variety of churches which 
unite and help to make up the Church 
of Christ in China. For these the 
N.C.C. has done a great work, but 
many missionaries seem -to have the 
same viewpoint that the writer had, 
that is, that the N.C. C. is for city 
churches and perhaps does not realize 
that the country churches are not 
nearly so far developed as these chur- 
ches in Treaty Ports. It was a great 
joy to hear that the “Rural Church’’ 
was one of the main items for con- 
sideration. An all-round viewpoint 
was taken and it was good to hear the 
Council being reminded of their duty 
as regards industrial problems not 
only of Treaty Porte but also of 
China’s inland cities and villages, 
where there is a great scope for the 
Committee that tackles industrial 
problems. 


One could not but be impressed by 
the great amount of work accomplish- 
ed as one read the reports of the 
different committees and as one heard 
reports given; one realizes what a 
great Central Power House we have at 


Headquarters in Shanghai, reaching 


out through the length and breadth 
of the land; one’s heart was constantly 


- ascending in prayer 28 we realized the 


greatness of the work and the still 
comparatively few workers. 


We gathered together day by day, 


*a company of different nationalities 


and varied personalities, to consider 


very vital questions which affected 
our life and work in this great land. 
All branches of work were represented 


-and the field was covered from the 


baby churches in the remote country 
districts, through inland cities up to 
the ‘lre#ty Ports. <All different as- 


pects of extrality, toleration clauses, 


registration of schools and a program 
for the churches were considered 
and freely discussed. How to blend 
many voices into one voice to go forth 
from the Coune:] to the churches, 
many times we could not see but, 
Goi’s manifold grace was a mighty 
factor in our midst and His Spirit was 
working in hearts and brains. His 
Spirit opened up the way, clearer 
vision came and more than once we 
bowed our heads in silence with hearts 
full of gratitude for the abundant 
proof of His Presence in our midst. 
Things may not always have been 
decided according to one’s own will 
yet one cannot but feel that in all 
things God has guided the discussions 
aright and that the decisions made 


. were in line with the Will of God. 


One part of the decisions which 
comes a8 a Call to all who seek the 
way of Life,’’ is a call to churches, to 
families and especially to individual 
Christians “‘to the actual living of the 
Christ-life, in living union with 
Christ.”’ Itis instead of any program, 
but as you will see from the Call there 
are suggestions which come as a guide 
to those who respond to it. May the 
writer commend it to your earnest and 
practical consideration for individual 
response, thus helping to hasten the 
day when China shall be won for 
Christ. 


ALIcE CLARK. 


Impressions of the N.C.C. Meeting 
October 1926. 


The outstanding impression of the 
fourth Annval Meeting of the Nation- 
al Christian Council was that of the 
spiritual strength of the Chinese 
leadership. Not only in the clearcut, 


inspiring devotional addresses, but no — 


less in the handling of the business 
of the Conference, these leaders 
reached spiritual heights that did us 


‘all good. When discugsion tended to 


sink to commonplace levels one or 
another of these men, by taking a 


firm stand on a noble conviction, drew 
the whole gathering nearer to the 
mind of Christ. Speaking of one of 
these leaders a veteran missionary 
remarked, ‘“‘When one is tempted to 
be discouraged about our missionary 
task, he needs only to listen to Mr.K. 
and he knows the power of God in. 
China.”’ 


The second impression is that of 
growing mutual understanding and 
goodwill. At times one was tempted 
to feel that too much was sacrificed in 
order to reach ‘‘a common mind,”’ 
When one reviews the work of the 
organization through there four years, 
however, the conviction deepens that 
ts accomplishment in developing this 
sense of oneness in spirit and purpose 
has been worth the price paid. 


The third impression for mention 
is that of orientation. The meeting 
opened in something of bewilderment 
as to mission and program. During 
the week its responsibilities for the 


‘coming year became clearly defined. 


The Call to find and follow the way 
of Jesus was deeply spiritual and at 
the same time highly practical. The 
Church in China, in responding to 
this call, will not only vitalize its own 
life, but in so doing will spiritualize 
its community contacts and so go far 
to meet the attacks which have been 
directed against it. 


CARLETON LAcY. 


National Christian Council 
Meetings, 1926. 


The Annual Meetings of the N.C.C. 
were this year held under conditions 
which seemed the reverse of pro- 
pitious. Owing to difficulties of com- 
munication and the disorganization 
of travel routes, up to the. date of 
the meetings there was uncertainty 
whether some of the members could 
attend. Of those wko came, many 
were from parts of the country dis- 
tracted and devastated by war. Some 
were from the North, and others from 
the South, meeting together at a time 
when the armies of North and South 
were at acrisis in their conflict against 
each other. We came representing 
different groups and interests. Our 
views on many of the subjects just 
now uppermost in the minds of men, 
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were known to be divergent. Since 
the Council’s last meetings momentous 
events had happened which had not 
only changed the political outlook but 
deeply affected the life and thought 
of the Churches—events which had 
raised thorny and delicate questions 
between foreign missionaries and their 
Chinese colleagues, caused sharp 
division of opinion among some of the 
missionaries them-elvyes, and involved 
the Executive of the N.C.C. in much 
adverse criticism. We met under the 
shadow of the withdrawal from the 
Council of one of the largest Missions 
in China; and there were forebodings 
that this Annual Meeting might be 
the occasion for heated discussion and 
“dividing decisions. We were more 
than ordinarily conscious that, if good 
and not evil were to result from our 
assembly, we needed to be wholly 
guided and Jed by our Master, con- 
trolled by His spirit, and saved from 
ourselves. The perplexities of the 
situation had made us freshly aware 
that our knowledge and experience 
are very limite], that our judgments 
are liable to be partial! and prejudiced, 
and that we needed new light, if the 
Council is to fulfil its purpose of 
service to the Churches and promotion 
of the Kingdom of God in China. 


All that we needed was wonder- 
fully supplied. From the beginning 
of the proceedings a gracious spirit of 
fellowship was experienced, and it 
increased day by day. Our under- 
standing of each other’s thoughts and 
of our own thoughts grew clearer. 
Doubts and fears diminished. In- 
steal of finding sharp divisions we 
discovered that in the things which 
matter most we are united; that our 
differences are not exclusive or 
antagonistic but complementary. We 
perceived that in the very aspects of 
our corporate life which some of us 
would have. wished to emphasize ag 
against the things which others stress, 
we should have been one-sided without 
their other note. Asan example;— 
in one of the sectional group meetings, 


whilst considering what should be. 


the message of the Council to the 
Churches, and in what manner it 
could best serve them, some of the 
- members of the group stressed the 
need to show the application of tbe 
principles of our faith to the practical 


problems of life, our Social, Economic, 
Industrial and International relation- 
ships; others pleaded that the first and 
supreme necd is to seek for ourselves 
and for the Churches an intenser 
religious life, a closer walk with God, 
a more real surrender of the heart to 
Christ. But. as we talked together, 
it became evident that the supreme 
importe:ce of what the latter urged 
was rexdily recogiized by the former, 
and that the insistence on the other 
things meant that our religious life 
must issue in the practical application 
of Christ’s spirit to all our relation- 
ships. in thia we were agreed. We 
saw at once and together that there 
was no antagonism. Kach without 
the other might fail, but together 
they would work to sure fruitiou. 


So, when in the General Meetings 
of the Council major questions were 
before us all: The Council’s me-sage 
to the Churches; our attitude toward 
international problems; the present 
status of Christinn education in 
China, we did not find ourselves 
ranged in opposing camps. We per- 
ceived that to live in inward fellow- 
ship with Christ and to manifest Him 
to the world is the call of God to us 
all: that to let His Spirit reign in all 
our relationships is the one pre- 
requisite for the solution of all our 
problems; that adverse conditions, if 
met with loyal obedience and patient 
endurance, will work out to the 
furtherance of the Gospel. 


This was no new light, but the old 
and everlasting light shining upon us 
with new brightness. We realized 
afresh how blessedly possible it is for 
brethren in Christ. nothwithstanding 
all their differences, to dwell together 
in unity. Ambitious plans and 
elaborate programmes may all mis- 
carry and may be encumbrances. ‘I'he 
great and simple task of the Council 
is to coordinate the Church’s diverse 
gifts and services in the unity of the 
spirit, by Christ Jesus. 


(;. \W. SHEPPARD, 
The National Christian Council | 


as seen Through the 
Annual Meeting 


am always impressed with what 
seems to me to be the genuine spiritual 


atmosphere of the meetings. The 
note of loyalty to the spirit and ideals. 
of Jesus is always sounded again and 
again. I believe that the meetings of 


“the National Christian Council are 


genuinely spiritual, in what I econ- 
sider the be-t sense of that word. 
Second, I feel that the National 
Christian Council is realizing to a 
large degree the purpose which was 
expressed in the 1922 Conference, 
namely, “‘Agree to differ, resolve to 
love.’’? Notwithstanding, the wide 
differences of the view-poiits and 
experiences of the members, there is 
a remarkable one-ness of spirit to be 
sensed in the meetings. To my mind, 
the National Christian Conference 
stands as an outward visible symbo! 
of whatever degree of unity exists in 
the Christian movement in China. 
Third, I am always filled with ad- 
miration for the wide scope of the 
program of the National Christian 
Conference. It deals with the most 
practical and vital problems that per- 
tain to the welfare of the people. 
The fact that the organization cannot 
deal with matters of doctrine and 
church polity, removes from the scope 
of its consideration those things whieh 
are most likely to be unreal and non- 
essential in religious life. I feel that 
if the denominational church meetings 
would imitate the example of the 
National Church Council in this re- 
spect, the quality of their programs 
would be greatly enriched. Fourth, 
the National Christian Council furn- 
ishes a fine demonstration of the 
wisdom that comes through multitude 
of counsel. Each year, as I have 
studied the program of the meeting 
in advance, it seemed to present pro- 
blems for which there was no possible 
solution, and yet, after earnest dis- 
cussion and prayerful consideration, 
continuing sometimes for days, the 
meeting has usually arrived at some 
pronouncement, due to the combined 
wisdom of the delegates, which 
probably no individual or partial 
group within the whole could have 
achieved, 


I feel that the lives of our Christians, 
both individually and in their ecor- 
porate relations will be immeasurably 
more rich and effective in proportion 
as they can be brought into vital 
asyrmpathy and understanding with 
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this organization which attempts to 
represent the Christian movement in 
China as a whole. 


Epwin MARX. 


CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS TO THE 

FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING 

OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN 
COUNCIL. 


Friends and Members of the N.C.C.:— 


It gives me great pleasure as Chair- 
nian of the Council to extend to you a 
ost hearty welcome to the Aunual 
Meeting. We are happy to see your 
faces again and to grasp your hands. 
We are thankful to our Father in 
heaven that, despite the troublous 
times, He has graciou-ly brought us 
together from different ;arts of this 
country so that we can worship and 
wait upon Him, enter into spiritual 
fellowship with Him and with one 
another, and study and think through 
some of the main tasks and problems 
of the Christian Movement in China. 
May we, during the entire Meeting, 
be possessed by a spirit of willingness 
to be led by God Himself. May His 
will be done. 


In the few remarks which I am 
going to make, I shall briefly touch 
upon some questions which are prob- 
ably uppermost in our minds and 
hearts at this time. The first question 
is: —**When will the troub!es in China 
end so that we can peacefully carry 
on our work?’’ This is indeed a 
legitimate question. Have we not 
been praying for peace and order to 
be restored soon? But; why should 
we demand peaceful times and condi- 
tions under which we are todo our 
Christian work? Why do we seem to 
be fretful and despairing when such 
conditions are for the time being 


in our work and wait for better times? 
Do we think that Christianity as a 
religion has no contribution to offer 
to chaotic times and sinful life? Is 
our own Christian faith shaken? 


Certainly, Christianity is not a 
luxury which we can have and enjoy 
in times of peace and prosperity, but 


unobtainable?: Should we mark time’ 


which we have to give up for other 
necessities when fate is turning 
against us. On the other hand, we 
firmly believe that Christianity does 
possess a moral and spiritual power 
capable of saving and regenerating 
individual and national life at all 
times and under all circumstances. 
It offers the very curative and re- 
cuperative power which is desperately 
needed at this hour. Was not Christ's 
life a continuous struggle and also a 
complete victory? 


The troubles in China today are 
sounding to the Christian Novement 
a call to duty. We must believe that 
we have the power from on high to 
turn defeat into victory and to achieve 
peace and order in chaos. This is no 
time for us merely to cry for peace, 
or to despair when peace is not 
promised. If, towards the present 
situation in China, the Christian 
Movement feels helpless, then the 
entire world becomes hopeless and 
zad indeed. We must, as Christ’s 
soldiers, accept the challenge of the 
hour and march forward with con- 
fident hope to win. ‘The greater the 
trouble, the harder we should pray 
and fight. 


The second question is:—‘“Should we 
uphold the Toleration Clauses of the 
Unequal Treaties or be in favor of 
giving them up?” It is difficult for 
us to understand why this can ever 
become a serious question. In the 
face of the national movement to 
abrogate the unequal treaties, why 
are we perplexed, disturbed, and 
worried? Does Christianity have to 
depend upon such extraordinary and 
extraneous protection for its propa- 
gation and power? Even if we were 
to grant that such protection was 
necessary when Christianity was 
introduced into China over one 
hundred years ago, does Christianity 
need it now? Religious liberty was 
enjoyed by our people before and is 
now written into the Constitution of 
our Republic. 


What does history teach us of Chris- 
tianity when it did depend upon such 
protection? We cannot easily forget 


or overlook its bitter and costly ex- 


periences of the past. Certainly, we 
do not want to repeat any of them 
now. | 


Do we care to cspouse any religion 
or teaching when it is forced on 
us by treaty stipulations with a 
foreign power with imperialistic de- 
signs to exploit us? Would the people 
of the West be willing to accept Con- 
fucianism under. similar circum- 
stances? We know they would not 
accept it; nor do we want to force the 
Confucian doctrine on any foreign 


people in any way. 


We do not need to fear that the 
citizenship of missionaries and Chinese 
Christians respectively will suffer any 
evil effect from the abrogation of the 
unequal tieaties. The citizenship of 
both will remain intact, and its 
significance and responsibilities may 
be moe clearly detined than now, 
which will be helpful. 


The Chinese people are divided by 
many things, but they are absolutely 
united in the national movement to 
abrogate the unequal treaties, includ- 
ing the Teleration Clauses. ‘I hese 
treaties are doomed to go at an early 
hour never to re-appear. Instead of 
giving way to doubt, worry, and fear, 
the Christian Movement in China 
should in its own way support and 
hasten the fulfillment of the aspira- 
tions of the Chinese people in thia 
regard. ‘She Movement should rejoice 
over the fact that Christianity shall 
soon shake off the shackles which 
haye heretofore been looked upon as 
epecial protection, and make its 
appeal freely on its own merit. Such 
an appeal will be irresistible. | 


The third question is:—*‘What should 
be our attitude towards the Anti- 
Christian Movement?’’ To begin with, 
we should recognize the fact that the 
Anti-Christian Movement bas been 
steadily growing in strength. For- 
merly, it attacked Christiani!y on 
hearsay and at random and therefore 
‘wasted ammunition,’ so to speak. 
Now, it has been studying diligently 
Christianity in all its aspects, and 
the onslaughts are being directed 
against the weak spots of the Christian 
Movement. It has been conducting 
ali agitation against those things in 
Christianity which thoughtful Chris- 
tians Kast and West can readily join 
in criticizing. Some of these things 


. are Clearly ex‘raneous growths attach- 


| | 
: 


THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL | 9 


~~ 


ed to Christianity which may have 
served their purpose at certain times 
but which are by no means essential. 
However, a careful study of the 


literature of the Anti-Christian Move-- 


ment shows that its attacks are very 
seldom made on Christ, whose 
character and life-purpose are held in 
highest esteem. The movement has, 
in our judgment, been misnamed as 
Anti-Christian or Anti-Christ. 


Doubtless, the Anti-Christian Move- 
ment has done considerable harm to 
the Christian Movemevt, and has 
Caused not a few of us much anxiety 
and suffering. On the whole, we 
eannot but feel grateful for what it 
has: direct'y and indirectly done for 
us. Briefly, it has great!y helped in 
sobering us; in clarifying our think- 
ing; in evaluating our belief and 
experience; in overcoming our 
mental, moral and spiritual inertia; 
in arousing a greater consciousness of 
God’s love for us; and in strengthen- 
ing our loyalty t» Christ. 


What should be our attitude? We 
are of the opinion that it is un- 
Christian on our part to hate the 
Anti-Christian Movement, to abuse it, 


and counter-attack it in an equally 


unjustifiable manner. It is wrong 
for us to be afraid of it and to avoid it 
at every turn. It will be a great loss 
to us to be entirely indifferent and to 
ignore it as child’s play. It is unwise 
for us to be merely diplomatic and to 
court its favor, rightly or wrongly. 
On the other hand, it is decidedly 
important for us to study the Anti- 
Christian Movement and profit by its 
attacks; to learn what it may have to 
teach us; and to try to win, con- 
secrate, and Christianize it. With 
God, nothing is impossible for the 
eee Movement and for us to 
accomplish. 


The fourth question is:—‘‘Is the 


Chinese Christian Church becoming — 


a reality?’ The term, the Chinese 
Christian Church, is nowadays being 
used everywhere by missionaries and 
Chinese Christians. We wonder if 
they realize its full significance. Are 
we using the term glibly and without 
much meaning? Are we employing 
it merely asa substitute for the term, 
“Christian Missions,’’ which is now 


found rather distasteful? Are we 
holding it up as an ideal never to be 
fulfilled? Or, are we really working 
for it, and so earnestly that we are 
prepared to pay any price for its 
realization? It is not other men but 
we ourselves who are to give a sincere 
answer to the question:— Is the 
Chinese Christian Church becoming 
a reality?’ Much depends upon our 


reply. 


During recent years, the growth of 
nationalism among the Chinese people 
is indeed remarkable. The national 
spirit is penetrating every institution 
and movement. In general, it is safe 
to say that each institution and move- 
ment will rise or fall in accordance 
with whether it has the approval or 
disapproval of the national] spirit. 
Fortunately, the rize of nationalism is 
usually accompanied by a strong sense 
of responsibility. We see unmistak- 
able signs of this happy combination 
within the Christian Movement in 
China. Recently, I had the privilege 
of witnessing the Chinese Christians 
of the Lutheran, the Methodist, and 
the Baptist Churches in Harbin 
pledging and organizing themselves 
for the purpose of fusing themselves 
within a reasonable period of time 
into the Chinese Christian Chureh in 
that important center. The national 
spirit and the sense of responsibility 
are both running high, and the 
Harbin Christians are, in our 
judgment, moving cautiously and 
courageously along proper and con- 
structive lines. There must be similar 
developments in other parts of our 
country. 


The Chinese Christian Church is 


fast approaching realization. Nothing. 


can stop or prevent it. May the 
Christian Movement in China work 
hard for it and welcome it with open 
arms and hearts. In the process of 
realization, there will be, to be sure, 
misunderstanding, difficulties, shocks, 
and painful experiences. With 
proper spirit and Christian attitude, 
however, we can do much to lessen 
them. They may be compared to 
pangs which in due time will give 
birth to the Chinese Christian Church. 
The new babe will immediately fill 
our hearts with gratitude and joy and 
will banish from our memory the 
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past experiences however painful and 
unpleasant at the time. 


The last question is: — ‘What is the 
place of the missionary in the Chris- 
tian Movement in China?’ We are 
not true to ourselves if we do not 
at the outset express our profound 
gratitude to the Christian Movements 
of the West for the splendid service 
which their representatives have been 
rendering in China and to the mis- 
sionaries themselves and for the spirit 
of love and self-sacrifice which lies 
behind the service. At the same time, 
all of us should rejoice over the fact 
that the time has come when Chinese 
Christians are capable of assuming 
the leadership of the Christian Move- 
ment in China and of carrying the 
responsibilities thereof. We are 
thankful that this leadership has 
been steadily growing in numbers 
and in strength. Under these cir- 
cumstances, what is the place of the 
missionary? 


Before answering this question, we 
wish to ask:— ‘What constitutes the 
best and highest gift from the Chris- 
tian Movements of the West to the 
Christian Movement in China? We 
do really appreciate the funds which 
have been eent over to finance the 
work; the property in which the 
Christian Movement has been carrying 
on; the organization and administra- 
tion which has been enabling our 
Movement to prosecute its work 
systematically and efficiently; the 
traditions, customs, dogmas and creeds 
which have added much to our 
Christian understanding and exper- 
ience. All these are important and 
invaluable. The best and highest 
gift, we must frankly point out, is the. 
life of the missionary. 


It is true that many a missionary 
life is not what it ought to be, and 
hence proves a hindrance rather than 
a help to our young Christian faith 
and experience. In _ addition to 
ordinary weaknesses of human nature 
to which we are heir, we should men- 
tion the following which often mar 
and reduce the attractiveness and 
helpfulness of missionary lifé;—(a) a 
superiority complex and hence a | 
determination to dictate and dominate; 
(b) a tendency or purpose to tranefer 


¥, 


\ 
a,* 
. 
Ne 
. 
is 
| 


10 THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


and perpetuate in China the practices 
and experiences of the Christian Move- 
ments of the West irrespective of the 
needs over here; (c) too strong nation- 
alism in their attitudes on current 
questions; and (d) emphasis on ex- 
ternal and material things rather 
than spiritual! life. 


The missionary life is the beet and 
highest gift from the Chr.stian Move- 
ments of the West to the Christian 
Movement in China. When freed 
from the above-mentioned pitfalls, 
the missionary life, the true Christian 
life, is not only beautiful, inspiring 
and helpful to man but also most 
acceptable and pleasing to God. It 
is this type of life which more than 
anything else helps make a reality tiie 
fatherhood of God and the saviorhood 
of Jesus Christ. We do tressure this 
best and highest of all gifts from the 
West and plead that this should be 
made a permanent gift to the Chr’s- 
tian Movement in China. Christian 
missions may terminate before long. 


It is our sincerest hope that the. 


presence of Christian workers from 
the other lands will never be discun- 


tinued in the Christian Movement in 
China. 


By the Christian Movement in 
China, we are referring to the Chris- 
tian Church and all other Christian 
agencies now at work in this land. 
Are they al! united in one Movement? 
We are not after organic unity or un- 
natural amalgamation. But, unde- 
the present circumstances, is it not 
imperative that all the Christian 
forces in China should knit themselves 
together in their one common funda- 


mental! purpose, work out one general 


program calculated to help meet the 
urgent needs of the Chinese people, 
and, thongh each will make a distinct 
contribution in its own way, cooperate 
with one another to the best of their 
ability? We are gathering here now 
to study afresh what our supreme task 
is and to consider how we can weld 
ourselyes together for achieving it. 
Spiritual regeneration and concerted 
action should be the dominant note 
in the Christian Movement in China. 
We must have the courage and con- 
fidence to expect extraordinarily great 


things of God for China today, and 
He will never fail us. 


PROBLEMS OF CHRISTIAN COOPERATION. 


Digest of Addresses on the Nuture and Bases of the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America delivered by Dr. Robert E. Speer before the Annual 
Meeting of the National Christian Council, Friday, October 15th. 


Before the Federal Council of 
Churches came into existence, there 
were many attempts at cooperation 
among the Churches in America. One 
of the most important of the earlier 
agencies was the old Evangelical 

lliance, branches of which were 
found in many parts of the world, all 
of these being united in one World 
Kvanvelical Alliance. That agency 
still exists in Great Britain but it 
died out in the United States many 
years ago, after having rendered some 
very valuab'e services to the Christian 
Church. Its great work had been 
that of protecting religious minorities, 
and in the early seventies it appeared 
that that end had been secured. A 
second reason for its disappearance, 
was that toward the last of its life it 
swung over to an exclusive emphasis 
upon one aspect of the’ Christian 
Gospel. It came under the influence 
of a very good and great man, the 
Rey. Josiah Strong, a pioneer in one 
great field of Christian effort—social 
service—but one who lost sight of all 


other aspects of the work of the church 
and over-emphasized that one to a. 


fatal degree. A still more vital reason, 
however, for the breaking up of the 
Evangelical Alliance was the false 
basis upon which it was organized. 
It was not a representative and re- 
pongible organization of the churches 
in America. 


Our churches learned accordingly 
two great lessons from that experience 
—they learned that their agency of 
cooperation must be of their own 
creation and immediately responsible 
to them and under their control. 
They learned also that it must not 
be allowed to pass under the control of 
any narrow emphasis of the Christian 
Gospel. 


They set up, accordingly, about 
twenty-five years ago, this new Federal 
Council, which has grown year by 
year since—not without some setbacks 


—jn the confidence and goodwill of our. 


churches. It has never been seriously 
threatene’ in the continuance of its 
intluence except once—during the 
history of the inter-church World 
Movement, when it looked for a time 
as if that movement might eclipse the 
Council. However that movement 
eontained in itself the seeds of its 
ow: destruction. You cannot carry 
the methods of commercial business 
over into the field of the sacrificial 
church. 


A few words will suffice to explain 
the essential character of this As- 
sociation. It is not a self-appointed 
nor a self-perpetuating body. It does 
not owe its charter to any convention 
that was held once and then went 
out of existence leaving this body 
to perpetuate its own memberrhip. 
Neither is it a national federation of 
local and community federations. It 
has been proposed that it should be 
made that kind of a federation, and 
that all over our country, in cities 
and states, there should be local 
federations whose represe:tatives 
should constitute the Federal Council. 
There are in fact such local organiza- 
tions. The Federal Council promotes 
them, but it does not rest upon them. 
It is a cooperative organization of 
about twenty-five of our Protestant 
churches in the United States, re- 
presenting about twenty-five or thirty 
million communicant church mem- 
bers. |tis appointed by these churches 
and is directly controlled by them, 
and is in large measure supported 
financially by their gifts. This group 
meets as often during the quadrennium 
for which it is elected as may be 
necessary. ‘It has an executive com- 
mittee, representative of all these 
constituent bodies which meets at 
least annually; and an administrative 


committee which meets at least once 


a month. 


It must be recognized that there are 
distinct disadvantages in this type of" 
an organization. You must take the 
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persons whom each church wants to 
represent it, and that may not get 
together the persons whom you want 
in the organization, or the men who 
would naturally drift together in 
a@ cooperative organization. In the 
#econd place, you cannot do what the 
group wants to do; you must do what 
the group knows it can do as repre- 
sentative of the groups by which it 
was appointed. Recognizing these 
disadvantages, our churches decided 
to put up with them for the sake of 
the many advantages gained. 


As simply and concisely as possible 
I wish now to set forth the three 
bases upon which this cooperative 
movement rests. In the first place 
what makes this cooperative movement 
possible, what has kept it alive for 
nearly a generation and gives it more 
power today than it has ever had, is 
the common temper of our evangelical 
churches in the United States that is 
expressed in this form of a cooperative 
undertaking. It is almost ludicrous 
to see how pervasive that common 
temper is among denominations that 
pride themselves upon their di-tinction 
from one another. For illustration a 
few months ago we made in the 
Federal Council] a complete collection 
of the utterances of a!l the different 
denominations in the United States on 
the subject of the World Court and 
the relationship of the Church to the 
World Court. We made a similar 
study on the subject of prohibition. 
Now if you co: ered over the name of 
the denomination I would defy you to 
tell which body it was that produced 
each separate u' terance. 


By way of another illustration, the 
ministers of our different evangelical 
denominations are perpetually crose- 
ing the boundary lines. About half 
of our ministers in the Presbyterian 
Church, for example, a church that 
has always prided itself on its dis- 
tinction of character, come in from 
totally different communions. 


Now whenever a common temper 
like this anywhere in life confronts a 
great common responsilility a common 
instrument is absolutely inevitable. 
Precisely that situation has existed 
among our churches at home, and 
they saw with numistakable clearness 


that it was not a question as to 


whether they would have a coopera- 
tive instrumentality, but it was a 
question as to what kind of an in- 
strumentality it would be. In the 
face of this situation the churches 
did not hevitate. They intended to 
handle these questions themselves and 
with agencies which they themselves 
had shaped and which they them- 
selves would administer. 


So much for the broad common 


‘temper on which this Federal Council 


rests. A far more difficult question 
is its basis in common theological 
conviction. This Federation was not 
built up on any purpose to ignore 
theological differences nor to under- 
estimate their importance. It was 
plainly recognized that there are 
many such differences among our 
evangelical churches in the United 
States. What we needed to do was 
to find beneath our differences one 
common rock on which we could 
stand. When we came t» deal with 
these fundamenta! elements we were 
amazed to discover how wide the 
fellowship already was. Here, for 
example, one wanted to put his hand 
on the most convincing books that 
had ever been written in regard to 
the Deity of God. Where would he 
find them? Inside his own com- 
munion? The chances are that he 
would find most of them outside his 
own denomination. When we came 
to extracts of Christian devotion, we 
found we were driven into more than 
a single denominational intercourse. 
Likewise when we came to sing the 
Christian hymns. Whose hymns 
would wesing? There sere many of 
our Christian communions that have 
practically contributed no hymns. 
We find ourselves singing the hymns 
that came from a score of different 
fellowships. There must be room 
found for them all in our common 
cooperative fellowship and service. 


In dealing with that problem, 
accordingly, the men who founded 
the Federal Council did not do two 
things and did do athird thing. In 
the first place they did not attempt 
any organic union of these churches. 
They made it perfectly clear that was 
not what they were about. Neither 
did they attempt the formulation of 
any common creed, and they placed 


it in the charter of this organization 


that it should not attempt the formnu- 
lation of any common doctrine. It 
should not interfere with the credal 
statements in any way whatsoever. 
But they knew that this association 
must be built on some one great 
central Christian affirmation. They 
knew that it was not enough to leave 
it resting upon a prevalent Christian 
temper. They had a certain rock on 
which they wanted to stand. They 
had a certain goal which they wanted 
to achieve and they meant to find a 
clear statement of that in their initial 
constitution. Accordingly only those 
churches were to be admitted to this 
federation which stood firmly on the 
rock of the deity of Jesus Christ as 
our only Lord and Saviour and the 
full revelatian of God; and in simple 
words this great Rock was laid down 
as the grent affirmation on which this 
organization rests, and nobody has 
ever been admitted to it that «id not 
stand on that rock. The great value 
of this affirmation has not been in the 
tendencies and forces which it exelud- 
ed; it has been in the positiveness and 
the definiteness of the principls to 
which it committed those who came 
in. It has committed the organiza- 
tion to this aim-—-to give Jesus Christ 
His proper place in human l(ife, and 
has avowed its open loyalty to Him. 


I think, accordingly that the trou- 
bles through which we have been 
passing in America in the Fundamen- 
talist and Modernist discussion have 
disturbed the Federal Council legs 
than they have disturbed some of our 
most solid and rockribbed denomina- 
tions, simply because from the begin- 
ning we have had our firm aim and 
all work has been measured by its 
relationship to that rock. 


We are fighting a life and death 
battle in the universities of the west 
between a mechanistic interpretation 
of the world which makes a mystic 
interpretation of life an impossibility, 
and a spiritual interpretation. Now 
the intensity of that struggle has 
made men realize that they must 
rally around on the great issues on 
the settlement of which our whole 
Christian culture hangs. This is a 
warfare, a warfare to the death, 
between a view which makes faith in 
God a possibility and a view which 
makes it impossible and irrational. 
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I do not know whether all this has 
any special application to your pro- 


blems in China or not, but I believe 


with all my heart that the one foun- 
dation upon which a|] our cooperative 
movements must rest is the foundation 
on which the Christian Church rests 
—Jesus Christ and Jesus Christ alone. 
As the old saint in the Southern 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
said, there is only one essential for the 
soul s salvation, according to the New 
Testament. Jesus Christ is the one 
foundation. The Federal Council ac- 
cordingly has no creed and it has no 
Official hymn. Its creed would 
eimply be, “‘! believe in God the 
Father almighty, maker of Heaven 
and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His 
Son’’; and as for its hymn, I think it 
would be wll to adopt the old one, 
than which no better nor truer can be 
found—"* The Church’s one fvunda- 
tion is Jesus Christ Her Lord.’’ 


Having examined the basis of the 
Council in the common temper of the 
Churches and in their fundamental 
unity of conviction, we may consider 
further the functions of this coopera- 
tive agency and the work that it ie 
seck ing to do in the life of our country. 
The Federal Council provides a clear- 
ing house for all our evangelical 
churches, a bureau of research, and an 
agency for work and action which can 
be used by all denominations for the 
accomplishment of certain great tacks 
that can never be denominationalized. 
These tasks are carried out by separate 
commissions. 


1. The Evangelical Commission 
which seeks to correlate the evange- 
lical activities of the separate de- 
nominations. 


2. The Commission on Sectional 
and Local Federations, which seeks 
to build up in every state in the union 
as far as desired or necessary a state 
federation of churches and in every 
city and large com:nunity a corres- 
ponding local federation. 


8. A Commission on Religious 
Eduweation, for the Church in the 
United States has awakened to realize 
that in our country we stand to lose 
all our best moral traditions unless 
we can deal in somes more effective 
way with the problem of Religious 
Education in the coming generation. 


4. A Commission on Social, In- 
dustrial, Economic, and International 
Problema which seeks to discover the 
duty of the church in this field and 
how the churches may act together to 
fu'fill their corporate responsibility. 


The Federal Council has had a more 


difficult time in dealing with these 
problems than with any other part of 
its work. It has been criticized 
because itis sail that the business 
of the Church is with persons, but 
those who make this criticiem forget 
that there is a new kind of “‘persons”’ 
who have come into the ‘world, 
collective persons, corporations, and 
it is not possible to say that the Gospel 
is to be preached to ten men 4s 
individuals but not to the ten who 
gather themselves into a more powerful 
individual. We are criticized on the 
ground that the busines- of the Church 
is to deal with principles not with 
details, but principles can be kept so 
pure as to be useless, and I do not 
wish to share in the jadgment which 
will be pronounced against the 
Christian Church in the last great 
day that it saved the purity of its 
principles by refraining from m)xing 
them up with the common | fe of men. 
There are great difficulties in this 
field which must not be obscured. The 
Church has blandered time and again 
in the way it has dealt with these 
questi ns, but we cannot run the risk 
of missing our duty in order to avoid 
the possibility of now and then making 
a blunder. 


5. The Commission on the Race 
Problem in the United States, where 
we have the moat acute and pressing 
example of it to be found anywhere 
inthe world. It was thought it might 
be wise to deal with this as simply 
part of the universal problem of race, 
but the only manly and courageous 
thing to do was to grapple with it 
frankly and directiy. It is only by 
the application of the highest Christian 
principles that this problem can be 
dealt with and it is not a denomina- 
tional one. 


6. The Commission on Mercy and 
Relief, which recognizes the duty of 
Christianity to minister to those in 
need. Christianity must utter itse!f 
not by verbal statement only, but by 
relief and mercy. 


May I[ take a moment to speak of 
just two or three of the special pro 
hlems and difliculties which we have 
had to meet, some of which, it is easy 
to see, are Coneerning you in China 
now. One of these is how to 
combine these cooperative efforts with 
a just recognition of the spirit of 
denominational consciousness. Well, 
that difficulty was met by not anta- 
gonizing it, but by frankly recognizing 
it and by urging tbese groups to 
develop full autonomy and indepen- 
dence of action and to bring that to 
the common treasury and direct it 
c»llectively against our common task. 


The second of our difficulties has 
bean the confusion of some with regard 
to the functions of the church and 
state and the family. There are a 
good many people, at home and on 
the mission field, who think that 
everything religious belongs to the 
Church. I do not believe it does. 
There are a lot of our religious duties 
that we are to discharge through the 
state and the family, and we just get 
into a hopeless confusion if we fail to 
see that here are three great institu- 
tions, and that certain things in each 
of them ought not to be done in the 
others. The trouble is that there are 
some men who have an opportunity to 
express themselves in the church and 
they have not as easy an opportunity 
in the state and they are perpetually 
tempted to express themselves through 
the church when they ought to do it 
at ballot boxes or political conferences 
or in some other form of human 
association. 


And again, there are a great many 
civil and political tasks that Christian 
men must not do through the Christian 
Church. They must do them through 
the state and in the family and 
through other institutions of human 
society. That is true of the misson 
field as well as of the field at home. 
I am tempted to enlarge on that point 
because I am sure the way out of a 
great many of our difficulties is to be 
found in much clearer thinking in 
this matter. 


I want to mention the third of these 
difficulties we have had at home. 
That is, the issuing of utterances in 
the name of the whole church. There 
have been some times when some of 


| 
‘ 


THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL . gg 


the churches have disavowed the 


utterances of the Federal Council. 


We had a great deal of difficulty this 
lust year over a very much misjudged 
pamphlet issued by a department of 
the Federal Council on the subject of 
prohibition and it came nearer to 
wrecking the Federal Council than 
almost anything that has happened in 
recent years,—just because in that 
particular instance, aithough it was 
not an official utterance of the Couneil, 
it looked a good deal likeit. Asl 
say, the pamphlet was mi-judged, but 
the churches were sensitive on the 
subject and they were unwilling to 
accept what seemed tothem to be an 
unsatisfactory statement on a matter 
that was vital to their conscience and, 
they believed, to the life of the nation. 


A cooperative agency always has a 
difficult task at this point. There are 
some who want it to go fast and others 
who want it to go slow, and it must 
not go so fast as to lose the confidence 
of those who want it to go slow, and 
it must not go so slowly as to forfeit 
the support of those who want it to 
go fast. It is a hard thing to find the 
Golden mean, to do the courageous 
thing and yet do the thing that is wire 
ard right. 


One other difficulty is for an agency 
of this sort to keep a humble mind. 
It is easy for the servant to become 
greater than his master and for an 
agency of this sort to usurp functions 
that belong only to the bodies that 
created it. The Counel’s task has 
been quietly, unboastingly, modestly 
‘to render service. 


We have come a long way and we 
thank God for what has been achieved, 
but one can easily hear the voices 
calling that assure one that we stand 
only at the beginning. ‘There is a 
call to this great struggle of which I 
spoke this afternoon, in which we are 


grappling to day wth conceptions of 


human life and relationships in the 
universe in which we live, which if 
they prevail will be fatal to the fund- 
amental ideas of our supernatural 
faith. We hear the call at home and 
abroad of the undone task. We can 
see all around us in the United States 
immeasurable areas of duty and re- 
‘sponsibility still before the Church, 
and as one travels up and down this 


land of China, how anybody can talk 
about our being in sight of the end of 
our task surpasses my understanding. 
Why, all that has been done here is a 
mere drop in the bucket in comparison 
with ““the undone vast.” 


Last of all, one hears the call clearer 
and more distinct every day for some 
great tidal inovement in the Christian 
Church. Thé trouble is we become 
etagnuant; we dig ourselves in trenches; 
we are content with old levels of con- 
ception of duty and possibility. A 
Clear ywice is ca ling us to dream new 
dreams, to press forward into a new 
and different day. One likes to think 
of David _Livingston sending word 
home to the London Missionaiy 
Society, “Send me anywhere provided 
it be forward.’ And one likestosing 
that old hymn ““Like a Mighty Army 
Mores the Church of God.’’ Show us 
a churoh of God tbat is not moving 
and you show a church not worthy to 
bear the name of Church. The 
Christian Church is looking out on a 
great white harvest field, and the call 
is growing clearer than ever for her to 
move on and forward into that field. 


EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS OF 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


Year by year the Standing Com 


mittees ‘of the National Christian 
Coune.l submit reporta of the work 
they have done which are printed in 
full in the Annual Keport. Those 
for this year will be available within 
a month, we hope, of the publication 
of this Bulletin. In the meantime we 
extract a few salient points from some 
of these reports, which seem to be 
worthy of wider circulation than can 
be given to the Annual Report iteelf. 
Readers of the Bulletin who desire to 
have copies of the Annual Report 
either in Chinese or English or both 
are asked to vend in their orders with 
requests for other material as on the 
enclosed form. 


Committee on Church and Mission 
Administration. 


This report coi:tains a large amount 
of carefully thought out material in 
regard to the problems created for 
missions and churches by the changes 


now taking place which are generally 
included under the term “‘devolution.” 
Those engaged in mis:ion administra- 
tion are sure to find helpful material 
in this report, but it is difficult to 
make any short extract which does 
justice to the treatment «f the subject 
asa whole. We think, however, the 
following from the section on the 
“Continued Need of Missionaries’’ 
may be of general interest. 


Continued Need of Missionaries, - 


increased willingness cf 
churches and Chinese leaders, 
etimulated by the nationalistic move- 
ment, to assume responsibilities which 
in the past have re-ted largely on the 
missions and on missionaries has 
created a temporary confusion in the 
thinking of some us to the continued 
need for missionaries. This confusion 
bas very largely pa:sed away, or it is 
confined to such questions as the 
functions of missionaries under 
modern conditions. The fact of their 
being needed is not questioned.......... 


The present time does not seem 
opportune for atiempting to determine 
by any extensive survey the number 
of mirs'onaries whoee service will be 
required in China in the next few 
years. If the churches are to have a 
much larger influence than in the 
past in determining the number of 
missionories required by the work, it 
would seem that considerable time 
will need to be given to the churches, 
in many cases, adequately to adjust 
themse' ves to this new situation. 
Progress must be made by the 
churches in evaluating the work as a 
whole. Time must be given to test 
out the results of some of the experi- 
ments being made in the increased 
assumption of responsibilities, 


The most important task in the 
immediate future as relates to the 
missionary” staff seems to be the 
arriving at a common understanding 
between churches and missions on 
such questions as the following: 


(1) The spiritual, educational and 
temperamental qualifications of mis- 
sionaries required, both new and old. 


(2) The relationship, in service, 
of missionaries to the church or other 
Chinese organization which has ad- 
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ministrative responsibility for the 


work in which the missionary is 


engaged. 


(3) Such elasticity and freedom in 
the use of the total funds available 
from both church and mission as will 
make practicable that proportionate 
use of Chinese and missionary ‘staff 
which will in the !ong run conduce to 
the largest results.’’ 


From the Report of the Committee 
on Retreats and Evangelism. 


Investigation of the state of the 
Church today and the ways in which 
the Committee on Retreats and 
Evangelism could render its largest 
service to the Church was made by 
the committee. Ihe members of the 
district groups were asked to study 
this question, to discuss it with their 
co-workers, and if possible to meet 
as a group tv compare and report 
their findings. Letters were sent to 
a selected jist of Christian workers 
asking them to cooperate in this 
matter. As is usual many failed to 
reply but the response more than 
justified the no little effort required 
to make this investigation. 
replies received from Chinese and 
foreigners seem to be agreed that 
today the great need of the Church 
is for a deeper and richer spiritual! 
life, the writers believing that this 
calls for a greatly increass] emphasis 
on the work of this com: :iitee. The 
Church's answer to the attacks made 
upon her must be a forward move- 
ment. Only in this way can we 
retain the spirit and power of Uhrist. 
The opinion seems tw be growing 
even amonget those who are engaged 
in the task of expressing Christianity 
through the institutional work of the 
Church ‘‘that a disproportionate share 
of our attention and energies are 
being given to carrying on a pro- 
gramme of ‘good works’ rather than 
building up of the inner life through 
quieter and more intensive methods.’’ 
Whatever may be said in support of 
the programme of the N. ©. ©. in the 
past years, it seems to be generally 
agreed that there is now a demand for 
a proportionately larger emphasis on 
the development of the spiritual life 
of the Church and on the campaign 
of evangelism. One Chinese pastor 
sums up his statement of what he 
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would like the N. ©. C. to do by 
saying We hope the committee will 
lead the churches of the whole nation 
in ‘spiritual’ activities.’’ Without 
thie the problems of organization anu 
race cannot be solved in Christ’s way 
nor can the Church develop that 
joyous spirit and conquering Zeal that 
Comes from a forward movement. 


Retreats. 


The uve of this method -has 
commended itself to the Christians of 
China and is bheii@ more and more 
used by them. If, however, there be 
a lack of objective the retreat is apt 
to be uninteresting and less helpful. 
It ix essent al that the Holy Spirit be 
the lealer and the objective be 
dictated by Him. It is neverthelesa 
felt that He can do His beat work 
throuch those whom He oontrols. 
It is recommended: 


(1) That a large use be made of 
the retreat method. That it be urged 
that the officers of local churches, 
faculiies of schools and hospital staffs 
make large use of this method. Also 
that it be used more by Chinese and 
foreigners in their attempt to under- 
stand éach other’s viewpoint as they 
together seek to know the mind of the 
Master. 


(2) That selected groups use this 
method in seeking to know the Will 
of God regarding many of the 
questions raised by the present 
conditions in and about the Church in 
China today. It is believed that 
these should be unhurried days and 
that sufficient time should be taken 
to make sure that those taking part 
inay become workers together, together 
with God. 


(3) That those gifted in holding 
special services for Christians be 
encouraged to give more and more 
time to helping those- who have 
named His name to become more like 
Him and more faithful to Him. 


4. That those gifted in leading 
group discussions be sought and used 
to lead retreats. That more of the 
time of our secretarial staff be given 
to this work. 

(5) 


That in vo far as it seems wise, 
direction be given to the 


discussion at these retreats and that - 


for the coming year the National 
Programme (if agreed upon by the 
Annual Meeting) be recommended 
as the basis of this discussion. 


From the Report of the Committee 
on Religious Education 


‘Training of Workers in Religious 
Education. 


A comparison of the bulletins now 
i-sued by most of our colleges and 
schools of theology with those issued 
three years ago will show that the, 
importance of the subject is: slowly 
being realized. Several now offer 
specialized courses in religious educa- 
tion, and when these trained leaders 
are out in the field, working with the 
returned students who have taken the 
training, it is hoped that middle 
schools and normal schools will be 
able to offer more attractive courses of 
study and programmer of work, and 
that these can be linked up with work 
in the churches, and community 
service. The greatest creative task 
which now challenges’ the Christian 
Church in China is the training of a 
new type of rural worker. Shantung 
( hbristian University and the Univers- 
ity of Nanking are very tavourably 
located for this work, Jefferson 
Academy near Peking has training of 
senior middle school grade for rural 
workers, and other schools have 
similar plans. Special attention may 
be drawn to the field trip by the class 
of 1926 in Nanking Theologice! Sem- 
inary when a country district in N. 
Kiangsu was visited. (See “An 
Adventure in Rural Education”’ issued 
by the Seminary.) 


Student Churches and Cooperation 
between Church and School. 


In student centres it is most import- 
ant that churches should be organized, 
if they do not already exist, which by 
their spirit of absolute loyalty to truth 
in every sphere of life and thought, 
by the largeness of their programme 
of work, and by the vital fellowship 
of their chureh life, will win the 
students who are seeking a means of 
expressing the principles and methods 
of Jesus as they discover them in 
their expanding education and deep- 
ening experience. In some middle 
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echools and colleges there are regular- 
ly organized churches. Attention 
might be given to this subject by the 
committee during the coming year, 


and intensive study is needed on the 


correlation of religious life in school 
and church with a view to narrowing 
the breach which now exists, at least 
in the thought of many students. 


School Registration and the Church 
School or Sunday School, 


The C. C. E. A. will present the 
subject of registration of schools, but 
the National Christian Council should 
study carefully the situation which 
will challenge the Church if schools 
register even under the relatively 
favourable terms offered in November 
i925. The disadvantages of non- 
registration will be so serious for 
middle schools and colleges that every 
effort must be made to retrieve 
whatever loss in opportunity for 
religious education may be involved 
in registration. Manifestly an added 
responsibility will fall on the Church 
to meet this loss by providing a more 
adequate programme of religious 
education. Even if registration should 
in actual practice prove to place little 
limitation on  erxisting Christian 
schools in the matter of effective 
religious instruction, yet the ( hurch 
should organize church schools, both 
for week day? and for Sundays, which 
will provide for the increasing number 
of boys and girls from Christian homes 
who attend government schools, and 
who are drifting away from Christian- 
ity. It could also in these schools 
offer Bible courses to non-Christian 
students, especially in places where 
such work is not carried on by other 
Christian organizations. 


From the Report of the Committee 
on Church and Home. 


To meet the needs of Christian 
homes, the conmittee has made a 
study and prepared an outline for the 
keeping of Family Records in the 
Bible: 


1. Diagram of family lineage for 
nine generations according to Chinese 
Civil Law—four generations back and 
four forward. (One large sheet in 
the Family Bible is considered space 
enough for this.) 


2. Brief family history, tracing 


_ Sources, also mentioning those who 


have special merit in State or Society 
orChurch, (Two sheets). 


3. Birthdays. Name, _ honorary 
name, place and date of birth, place 
and date of baptism and name of 
pastor. (Two sheets). ' 


4. Marriage. Name, honorary 
name, age, nativity of bride and 
bridegroom, place and date of mar- 
riags, guardians, go-between, pastor 
or one who officiates. (Four sheets). 


». Deaths. Name, honorary name, 
date of death and burial place. (‘Iwo 
eheets). 


6. Miscellaneous Records. An- 
niversaries of memorable events, 
birthdays, marriages; removal, change 
of vocation, important evente in the 
religious life of the family (as one 
member being dedicated to the 
Ministry or to be a missionary,) re- 


union of relatives, visits of prominent 
friends. 


From the Report of the Committee 
on Country Church and Rural 
Life. 


Recommendations: 


Having in mind the huge unfinish- 
ed task of the missions and churches, 
—that is, the evangelization of three- 
fourths of China’s population in the 
rural districts, the training of rural 
workers, the planting of living 
churches in country dis'ricts,—the 
Committee recommends: 


1, That in formulating the Na- 
tional Programme the needs of the 
Rural Church be kept in mind and 
the programme be so planned that it 
can he carried out in the rural dis- 
tricts with euch leadership as they 
have among themselves. 


Item No. 4 of the draft programme 
[now No. 8 in the Call] in regard to 
the whole question of Christianity 
and rural life should be studied. 


2. That churches and missions be 
urged to give to rural service aimed to 
bring about improvement of agricul- 
ture and the enrichment of rural life, 


far greater recognition and use it as © 


educational and medica! service have 


been used as a vital method of bring- 
ing China to Christ. (Adopted by 
the Council.) 


3. That the Council’s largest 
service to its country constituency 
demands that tome member of the 
staff be free to devote himself largely 
to meeting the needs of the country; 
the Committee would accordingly 
urge that the Exccutive Committee 
endeavor to secure the services of a 
full-time secretary for this work. 


4. That the Council undertake to 
cerry out the recommendation of this 
Committee a year ago regarding the 
study of the needs of country women, 
and that the Executive Committee be 
instructed to enceavor to secure the 
release by their churches or missions 
of at least two women (one a Chinese 
and one a missionary) fora year for 
this study. 


5. The Committee would call the 
attention of the Council to the smal] 
proportion of ite membership that is 
engaged in rural work, and would 
urge that in the filling of vacancies in 
the Council’s membership due weight 
be given to this fact. 


6. Type of committee. That a 
emall central committee of persons in 
or near Shanghai be organized, with 


sectional committees in different parts | 


of the country, for which a limited 
budget should be provided to facilitate 
their work. 


Form the Report of the Committee 
on International Relations. 


The Committee on International 
Relations presented an appendix in 
which the actions taken by mission 
boards, missions, churches, etc, were 
brought together. ‘Ibis appendix 
appears in the China Christian Year- 
book, edited by Dr. Rawlinson. For 
those who wish additional copies a 
certain number of such have been 
etruck off and can be obtained from 
the National Chrittian Council. The 
committee, in addition to a general 
discussion of the situation, summariz- 
ed this material in the following form: 


Summary. Your Committee on 
International Relations, having care- 
fully reviewed the official actions of 
Christian bodies in China and abroad, 
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the statements issued by groups of 
individuals, and all the data collected 
by the National Christian Council in 
seeking to discover the attitude of its 
constituency in regard to the inter- 
national questions raised for the 
Christian movement in China through 
the special provisions granted mis- 
sionaries in China’s treaties with 
foreign nations, finds: 


(1) That the mission boards have 
very generally taken the pousi- 
tion that the international 
questions raised by the special 
provisions of these treaties in 
regard to mission work are 
questions which clearly fall 
within the legitimate sphere 
of interest and responsibility 
of the Christian Churches, and 
that the boards, as the repre- 
sentatives of the Western 
churches, could not remain 
silent but were in duty bound 
to express themselves in regard 
to them. Articulate Chinese 
Christian opinion strongly 
fayors the same view. Mis- 
sionary opinion, while some- 
what more divided, in the 
main supports the position of 
the boards. 


That without raising any 
questions regarding the past, 
there is very general agree- 
ment on the part of Chinese 
Christians, the missionary 
boards, and a large proportion 
of the missionary body on the 
following points. (While 
this is true there is a definite 
opinion held strongly by not 
a few missionaries and some 

Chinese that any change at 
the present time would be 
premature). 


a. That the time has arrived 
when Christians, whether 
nationals of China or of other 
lands, in propagating the 
Christian Faith should no 
longer rely on or claim for 
themselves any special provi- 
sions granted in China’s trea- 
ties, but upon the provision 
for religious toleration in the 
Chinese constitution. 


b. That Western nations 
should revise their treaties 


(2) 


with China, and that in the 
revision no special provision 
should be included in regard 
to missionary work, but that 
-- the future legal rights and 
liberties of missionaries should 
be those freely accorded to 
them by China as a sovereign 
power and mutually agreed 
upon in equal conference be- 
tween China and other nations. 


c. That so far as the interests 
of missions and missionaries 
are concerned, they would 
welcome the abolition of the 
present articles relating to 
extra-territoriality and the 
substitution for them of such 
provision for the administra- 
tion of justice and the protec- 
tion of life and property of 
their nationals as may be 
ruutually agreed upon in equal 
conference between China and 
the other nations. 


MOVEMENTS OF SECRETARIES 


The Annual Meeting passed a re- 
solution urging that the secretaries 
of the Council should spend more 
time in visiting the churches, and 
efforts are being made so to plan the 
work as to carry out this decision. At 
the same time the work arising im- 
mediately out of the Council’s decisions 
calls for a certain amount of con- 
centrated effort in Shanghai in order 
to make effective preparation for the 
calls upon the Council which are 
likely to come, and in fact, which are 
already beginning to come through 
actions taken at the Annual Meeting. 


The General Secretary, Dr.C.Y.Cheng, 
is visiting some centers in the Yangtze 
Valley, largely in connection with the 
attempt to build up a more adequate 
Chinese staff. He expects to visit 
North China in the month of 
December. 


Rev. E. C. Lohenstine is visiting Can- 
ton in connection with the Evaluation 
Conference for South China held in 
order to meet with the deputation 
from the Northern Presbyterian Board. 
He also expects to attend the All 
China Conference for the same purpose 


to be held in Shanghai during the 


latter part of November. 


Rev. K. T. Chung is planning for 
visits mainly in the coastal provinces, 
hoping to improve the local organi- 
zation of the National Anti-Opium 
Association in a number of leading 
centers with a view to the pushing 
forward of its work in these provinces. 
At the same time he plans to bring 
the work of the Council before the 
churches in the localities visited. 


Dr. Hodgkin expects to be in Shang- 
hai until the arrival of Mr. Boynton 
to take up his duties as office secretary. 
During that time, however, he hopes 
to make one or two short visits to 
nearby places including Hangchow, 
where he visits a preachers’ conferenoe, 
connected with the Baptist Churches 
in the early part of December. 


THE SECOND ANNUAL MEET- 
ING OF THE NATIONAL ANTIH- 
OPIUM ASSOCIATION. 


The Second Annual Meeting of the 
National Anti-Opium Association was 
held in the Missions Building from 
October 20th to 22nd. It was attended 
by the representatives of the thirty- 
eight constituent bodies as well as 
those from a number of local branches 
and sympathetic organizations. Most 
of the Chinese members of the National 
Christian Council who were then in 
Shanghai for the Annual Meeting of 
the Council, attended one or more of 
the sessions. 


1. Opening Celebration. The opening 
celebration in the form of an an- 
niversary dinner took place in the 
Shanghai Bankers’ Club at seven 
o'clock, October 20th, with sixty-four 
in attendance. It was presided over 
by Mr. Samuel U. Zau, vice-chairman 
of the Association. He gave an 
introductory speech in which he 
emphasized most forcefully the 
detrimental effects of opium to our 
national and international life, after 
which Rev. K. T. Chung, the General 
Secretary, spoke briefly on the patriotic 
aspects of the movement. He pointed 
out that the only way to get ahead is 
to start a fearless fight against thig 
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great evil, which stands behind all 
sorts of social and political evils of 
today. 
called upon to speak briefly for hisown 
organization. Among the _ speakers 
were the Hon. Yuan Hei lao, Hon. S. 
T. Wen, Miss Ting Shu Tsing, Dr. R. 
Y. Lo, and others. All the speakers 
showed a keen interest in the develop- 
ment of the movement, and expressed 
their opinions as to how the Associa- 
tion and their respective bodies can 
cooperate more closely in carrying out 
their great common task. 


2. The First Day of the Annual Meet- 
ing. The morning session was held in 
the Missions Building, bezinning at 
nine-thirty, and was presided over by 
the Chairman, Dr. T. H. Lee. Rev. 
K. T. Chung, the General Secretary, 
presented a report covering the past 
year’s work. There were a few out- 
standing items in the report which 
aroused an especial interest. Such 
were the accounts of the Nantung 
Opium Combine, the French Town 
Opium Ring, The Haiting Pharmacy 
Morphia Scandal, and the National 
Anti-Opium Week. After the report 
much time was spent in discussing 
the policy and program of the As- 
sociation between now and 1924 A 
full account of this is given later in 
the report. 


In the afternoon the conferences 
divided into six discussion groups 
dealing with the following topies: 
International Relations, Anti-Opium 
Education, Surveys and Statistics, 
Prevention and Amelioration, the 
Home, and Branch Associations. Each 
group was not only to discuss its own 
topic, but to formulate a plan of work 
and to act as a committee during the 
coming year which would function 
along the same line, these six main 
depar nents representing the direction 
of activity for the Association during 
that period. 


$. The Second Day of the Annual 
Meeting. The conference met again 
in the Missions Building, Dr. R. Y. 
Lo, presiding, and calling first for 
reports of tlfe previous day’s discussion 
from the conveners of the different 
committees. Dr. R. Y. Lo himself 
reported for the Committee on In- 
ternational Relations; Mr. K. Shen, 
for the Committee on Anti-Opium 


Finally everyone present was: 


Education; Mr. Tan Ling Loh, for the 
Committee on Survey and Btatistics; 
Miss May Chang, for the Committee 
on the Home; Mr. Chang Yih Chen, 
for the Committee on Prevention and 
Amelioration; and Rev. Yung Fan 
Hsu, for the Committee on Branch 
Associations. All the reports were 
accepted, and Rev. K. T. Chung 
brought up the question of the Pro- 
gram of the “Association from 1926 to 
1929. A report of this discussion is 
found later in this article. The 
recommendations submitted by various 
constituent bodies were then taken up. 
It was decided after some discussion to 
refer them to the different committees 
according to the nature of the recom- 
mendation. 


The afternoon session as the final 
one of the meeting, was given 
to the consideration of many im- 
portant resolutions, financial reports, 
and the election of officers. Mr. Chen 
Liang Yu of the General Chamber of 
of Gommerce, Shanghai, presided. 
Mr. H. C. Chen made the financial 
report for Mr. K. P. Chen, the 
treasurer. The budvet was discussed 
and accepted. A vote of thanks to 
the National Christian Council for its 
help during the past two years, was 


The new Executive Committee is as 
follows: 


Dr. T. H. Lee, Chairman 

Hon. Yuan Hsi Tao, Vice Chairman 

Mr. Samuel U. Zau, Vice Chairman 

Mr. K. P. Chen, Treasurer 

Miss Ting Shuh Tsing, 
Secretary 


Mr. Yu Chung Lo, Chinese Corres- 
ponding Secretary 


Dr. R. Y. Lo, English Corresponding 
secretary 


Recording 


4. Four Years’ Policy of the Na- 
tional Anti-Opium Association. 


A. Aims. 


(1) To bring pressure to bear upon 
the Government to secure the 
enforcing of the laws prohibiting 
the cultivation of the poppy, the 
illicit use of, trade in, and manu- 
facture of opium and nar-otic 

drugs. 


(2) To cooperate with other nations 
in seeking the limitation of the 
manufacture of narcotic drugs to 
the amount required for medi- 
cinal needs. 


(3) To promote measures calculated 
to prevent the formation of the 
drug habit, as well as ameliora- 
tive treatment. 


B. Procedures. 


(1) Survey. To seek the cooperation 
of the Government and public 
organizations in the survey of the 
opium and narootic situation in 
order to build up a comprehen- 
sive report which may be the 
basis upon suppressive 
measures can be wisely formu- 


lated. 


(2) Research. To seek the coopera- 
tion of medical and scientific 
organizations in the study of such 
problems as the relation between 
the evil of opium and the famine 
and civil strife and other social 
and political evils, and to publish 
the results in order to arouse the 
attention of the public to the 
seriousness of the situation, thus 
creating a favorable atmosphere 
for the Anti-Opium Movement. 


(3) Education. To hold conferences 
with leaders in different walks of 
life and with different organiza- 
tions for the discussion of prac- 
tical suppressive measures; and 
also to educate the public through 
school textbooks, newspapers, 
other publication~, and social and 
religious agencies. 


(4) Amelioration and prevention. 
To promote the carrying out of 
ameliorative mea-ures for opium 
and narcotic addict- and to adopt 
preventive measures to prevent 


people from contracting the 
habit. 


(5) International Relations. To 
prepare for the next Interna- 
tional Anti-Opium Conference 
and to seek the cooperation of 
the people’s anti-opium or anti- 
narcotic bodies in other lands for 
the banis iment of opium and 
narc tics; rom: the world. 
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Program of the National 
Anti-Opium Association, 
1926—1930, 


1926—1927 


(1) Regional offices to’ be started in 
different provinces and the South 
Sea Islands. 


(2) Survey and Re:zearch. 


(3) Preparation for the Anti-Opium 
Campaign of Education. 


1927—1928 
(1) Nation-wide 
paign. 
(2) Extensive Anti-Opium Educa- 
tional Work. 
(3) Preparation for National Conven- 
tion on Anti-Opium Education. 


(4) Continuation of Survey and Re- 
search. 
(5) 


Trip to South Sea Islands to 
study opium situation. 
1928—1929 


National Convention on Anti- 
Opium Education. 


Preparation for 
Opium Cooaference. 


International Publicity. 
1329—1930 


Follow-up work after Interna- 
tional Opium Conference. 


Formulation of a program for 
the next five years. 


5. 


membership cam- 


International 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 


The Week of Evangelism 


We wish again to draw attention 
to the material which has been pre- 
pared in oonnection with the Week of 
Evangelism. No doubt many of our 
readers have already made orders, 
but for the sake of those who have 
not done so we desire to give the 
folloy ‘ng particulars. 


1. isso 1 by the Religious Tract 
Society. Poyang Road, Hankow, or 
Missions Building, Shanghai. 
#. Packets containing ten of 
each of the six tracts pre- 
pared by Mr. Harry Price... 24c 


b. Six different posters, per set. -12c 
c. Packets containing ten of 


each of the six chonuses 6c 
d. Bundles containing two sets — 

of the Posters, 160 of each 

of the Tracts and of each of 

the choruses... ...90.00 


These prices include postage, but 
packets and sets cannot be broken at 
these prices. 


2. Issued by the Christian Lutera- 
ture Society, 143 N. Szechuen Road, 
Shanghai. 


The C. L. S. has made use of an 
outline on “Jesus Christ as the Great 
Deliverer,’’ prepared by Dr. Henry 
T. Hodgkin, and is now offering for 
the Week of Evangelism, seven tracts 
intended for the educated middle classes 
generally. The prices are as follows: 


100 seta for $ 
500 sete for 8,50 
1000 sets for 15.00 


The Society in commemoration of 
iis 40th Anniversary has decided to 
donate tracts of previous date up to 
the value of the cash received for the 
new tracts, cash to accompany order. 
Prices inc!ude postage. 


The Society also has a large number 
of posters and colored pictures. (See 
the Chinese Recorder) 


3. Issued by the National Com- 
mittee of the Y.M.C.A., 20 Museum 
Road, Shanghai. 

Evang:listic Tracts for Students, 
$3.00 per 100 sets. 

45 cents per 100 sheets: — 

No. 1—Jesus, The Emancipator, by 
Wesley Shen 48 95 


No. 2-—Jesus’ sympathy toward 
Laborers, by Wesley Shen t¢224-L 

No. 3—Jesus as the Ideal Social 
Worker, by Y.K. Woo ls 


No. 4—Jesus, The Social Revolution- 


ist, by Y. D. Ying 60 


No. 5—Jesus, The True Patriot, by 

No. 6—Jesus, The Builder of Char- 
acter, by Z.T. Kaung 22 
 No.Y—Jesus and the Students Today, 
by T. L. Shen 


The Week of Prayer 


The call of the World Evangelical 
Alliance for united prayer throughout 


the World during the first week in 


January has been translated and has 
already been circulated widely among 
the Chinese Churches. A copy of 
the call is enclosed in this month’s 
Bulletin and further copies can be 
obtained from this office. The cost 
for packets of 100 or more will be 35c. 
Smaller quantities are sent free. 


The Missionary in the Future 


The followirg extract from a letter 
recently written by a missionary in 
West China may be of interest to our 
readers. 


I have one settled conviction 
and it is that the missionary should 
stay in China at this time. Even 
though the regular avenues of service 
are all closed, we stil! have the high 
privilege of mediating the love of God 
to this people by living quiet helpful 
lives among them. Perhaps we have 
put too much relianoe on the preach- 
ing of the Truth and in organized 
forms of work. More effective living 
of that truth will have its effect when 
other methods fail. Me for West 
China unti! I am retired because of 
age limit.’’ 


This letter was sent to Dr. Fosdick 
woh wrote in reply: 


“Having just come from Turkey 
where missionaries are forced to dh- 
pense Christianity by radiance rather 
than by proselytism, | am all in favor 
of the change.’’ 


It may not be necessary to put these 
two methods in such sharp contrast, 
but all of us will agree that whatever 
the opportunities for direct preaching, 
there never lacks the opportunity for 
Christian living. Is not this in line 
with the emphasis of the “‘Call’’ 
issued by the National Christian 
Council? 


Japan National Christian Council 


In looking over the Monthly issued 
by the Japan National Christian 
Council, we were interested to note 
that Bishop Uzaki, the chairman of 
the Executive Committee, has been 
made a member of the special com- 
mittee on the proposed new law of 
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réligions nd in this capacity has been 
vieiting’the churches in different parts 
of the country. This law, if passed 
in the form originally drafted, would 
seein put many hindrances in the 
Way of the propagation of Christian- 
/ity. 7 The abbots of the Shimshu Sect 
thaye joined with Christians in making 
‘a petition for the postponement of the 
proposed law. We hope that our 
friends in Japan who are facing their 
own problems in regard to their 
relations with the government may 
have wisdom in handling them. 


The Knights Errant of Peace 


The. National Christian Council is 
linked up, a8 many of our readers will 
remember, to the World Alliance for 
Promoting International Friendship 
Through the Churches by ite Commit- 
tee on International Relations. The 
periodical of the World Alliance, 
‘Goodwill’? comes regularly to our 


~. hands and often contains matter of 


interest and suggestion. We should 
like in this issue to draw attention to 
an article by N. le Capitaine E. Bach 
in which he describes a movement for 
internationa! goodwill which originat- 
ed during the period of the French 
occupation of Germany. Through Cap- 
tain Bach’s efforts an organization 
known as Les Chevalier: de la Paix has 
been formed on the basis that official 
cooperation between France and Ger- 
many was not possible even on a 
Christian basis, but that it was possible 
to make contacts with individuals, and 
that across the great gulf fixed by 
politics two planks could be used, 


namely, the common need and the 
Crogs of Christ. 


“The main fundamental principles 
are as follows: no politics; in every- 
thing the spirit of reconciliation; the 
glory of God to be the touchstone of 


every thought; to work more for peace | 


than against war; to get rid of the idea 
that war is according to the will of God 
and therefore inevitable. Captain 
_Bach’s methods of work include Bible 
and Social Study, correspondence 
between individuals and groups of 


young people, and the publication of 
a monthly paper.” 


This movement may prove sug- 
gestive to some who are seeking ways 
out of the present international 
situation in China, where Christian 


ideals are challenged by so much that 
is un-Christian. We extend a hand 


of fellowship and good cheer to this 
new organization. 


The Chinese Bulletin 


In fulfillment of the promise to our 
readers we give a few notes here as to 
the contents of the current number of 
the Chinese Bulletin. It is almost 
entirely devoted to the Annual Meet- 
ing, containing the Call, issued by 
the Councii; the Chairman’s vpening 
address: an account of the Annual 
Meeting, dealing especially with the 
three main discussions—on the State 
of the Church, International Re- 
lations, and Christian Education, and 
reprinting the important resolutions. 
‘There is a short article on the pro- 
posed Jerusalem Conference, an im- 
pression of the pageant of rural life 
presented by the Rural Church Com- 
mittee during the Annual Meeting, a 
reprint of the agenda and the list of 
members who were present at the 
Annual Meeting with the names of 
the new officers and Executive. A 
short article towards the end gives the 
impressions of the Annual Meeting, 
and then follows Dr. Cheng’s own 
message as translated in this number 
of the English Bulletin. The only 
other matter dealt with is the Week 
of Prayer. 


NOTICE 


The Council has had requests for 
numbers 2 to 4 of the Bulletin. If 
any of our readers have such numbers 
which they would be willing to 
contribute, we will appreciate their 
sending them to us at 23 Yuen Ning 
Yuen Road, Shanghai. 


CORRECTION. 


The last word on p. 1 of the Septem- 
ber Number of the Bulletin should be 
seamen, not stokers (which is an 
anachronism). When urged to travel 
more comfortably, Woolman persisted 
in taking a steerage passage and his 
journal shows to whata large extent 
he shared and entered into the life 
of the sailors. For example: 


‘‘A ship at sea commonly sails all 
night, and the seamen take their 


watches four hours atatime. Rising 
to work in the night, it is not com- 
monly pleasant in any case, but in 
dark rainy nights it is very disagree- 
able, even though each man were 
furnished with all conveniences. If, 
after having been on deck several hours 
in the night, they come down into 
the steerage soaking wet, and are 80 
closely stowed that proper conveni- 
ence for change of garments is not 
eatily come at, but for want of proper 
room their wet garments are thrown 
in heaps, and sometimes, through 
much crowding, are trodden under 
foot in going to their lodgings and 
getting out of them, and it is diffcult 
at times for each to find his own. 
Here are trials for the poor sailors. 


‘Now, as I have been with them 
in my lodge, my heart hath often 
yearned for them, and tender desires 
have been raised in me that all owners 
and masters of vessels may dwell in 
the love of God and therein aot 
uprightly, and by seeking less for 
gain and looking carefully to their 
ways they may earnestly labour to 
remove all cause of provocation from 
the poor seamen, so that they may 
neither fret nor use excess of strong 
drink; for, indeed, the poor creatures, 
in the wet and cold, seem to apply at 
times to strong drink to supply the 
want of other oonvenience. Great 
reformation is wanting in the world, 
and the necessity of it among those 
who do business on great waters hath 


at this time been abundantly opened 
before me.’’ 


NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS 
New Correspondents. 


We should be glad to add to our 
list of correspondents. The Bulletin 
has now a wide circulation and we 
are always trying to make it more 
useful to our readers. From our 
correspondents we look for help in 
the following ways: 


1. Suggestions for improvement of 
the Bulletin. 


2. Circulation locally of information 
contained in the Bulletin. 


3. Distribution of literature such as 


that noticed in the enclosed order 
form, 
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4. information re local conditions, 
OVements'-_ oof missionaries, 
Chiaese workers, etc., which may 
affect our work, the mailing 
lists, etc. 


Such help is greatly appreciated. 
It is no easy task to keep in touch 
with so large a field, especially when 
travel conditions are so bad. A live 
correspondent who keeps the work of 
the N.C. C. and the needs of our 
office in his mind is an invaluable 
link with the constituency. When 
our office secretary comes we hope he 
may develop this kind of contact. In 
the meautime we shall value addi- 
tional offers of help so that he may 
find a good group with whom +o work. 
Will not all correspondents let it be 
known in their di-trict that they are 
seeking to act as a Iink with the 
Council? Orders of literature in bulk 
might at times go through them and 
any Suggestions that arise may be 
passed on iu the same way. 


For this Month. 


Will corresponients note especially 
the urder form for literature and the 
Call to Prayer enclosed-in this num- 
ber of the Bulietin? We also draw 
attention again here to the exception- 
ally rich material available for the 
Week of Evangelism. it is to be 
hoped that all the three series of 
tracts will be widely taken up and 
used in the various groups for which 
they are primarily designed. It is 
possible that in West China or other 
local centres some of this material 
may be reprinted for loca! use as the 
transmission of such material in bulk 
is now uncertain and often delayed. 
No doubt readers will be able to dis- 
cover if this is being done and be able 
to avail themselves of such opportu- 
nity, saving delay and possible disap- 
pointment. 


BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’S 
BURDENS. 


The Annual Meeting has come and 
gone. We may well unite in thanks- 
giving for the way in which those 
who met there were led of the Spirit, 
for the emphasis upon the deepest 
needs of the Church, for a clear call to 
the Christ-life and to a deeper ex- 
perience of God, for the agreement 


reached on several very difficult 
issues, for the response made by Dr. 
Yui and by Dr. Cheng to the call of 
the Council for their services as 
Chairman and as General Secretary, 
respectively. 


The Call involves a large reconstruc- 
tion in the Council’s life and work. 
It meana that everything done should, 
as far as possible, be related to this 
central aim. It means for each 
individual a process of heart-searching 
that we may see wherein this call 
affects our personal life. The Christ- 
life is to be seen as the result of 
rededication and fresh inspiration, 


“It is not by becoming like Him 
that men will approach towards 
incorporation with Him; but by 
result of incorporation with Him, 
received in faith as a gift, and in 
faith adored, and used, that they 
will become like Him. It is by 
the imparted gift, itself far more 
than natural, of literal membership 
in Him; by the indwelling presence, 
the gradually disciplining and 
dominating influence, of His Spirit 
which is His very Self within, and 
as, the inmost breath of our most 
secret being; that the power of His 
atoning life and death, which is 
the power of divinely victorious 
holiness, can grow to be the very 
deepest reality of ourselves.” 
Meditation of these thoughts may 


- a most fruitful part of our prayer 
ife. 


The Staff—and more particularly 
Dr. C. Y. Cheng as he assumes the 
position of General Secretary—need 
the continued prayers of Council mem- 
bers, that our own lives may be the 
expression increasingly of the message 
we seek to give, that we may discover 
more truly how to help the Churches 
in carrying forward the work com- 
mitted to them, that we may have 
courage and sympathy and wisdom in 
all travel and contacts, in committee 
and office work, in public speech 
and writing. ~— 


Several attacks upon the Council in 
the public press have led to serious 
thought as to whether any answer 


/ 


= 


should be made, at least 
misstatements and remove 
standings. Prayer is asked Ve 
matter may be handled in tigi 
way. Hitherto it has seemed r 
make no defence or explanation 
to leave the work to speak for 1 
It is often very tempting to enter 1 
a discussion where the work seem 
likely to suffer for lack of adequate 
response to such attack. May we 
unite in seeking for the right course 
in regard to these difficult matters. 


Literature in connection with the 
Week of Prayer and the Week of 
Evangelism is referred to elsewhere 
in this number. Let us pray that 
both these special times may be the 
means of uniting Christians and 
spreading the Good News. ‘The 
literature should be followed with 
our prayers as it reaches many 
churches and many individuals. May 
the mes-age find ite way through thie 
channel to many who have no chance 
of making persona! conta:ts. 


We shall surely continue in prayer 
for China in her need and perplexity. 
There is the utmost need for men. 


God Send us Men. 


“God send us men whose aim ’twill be, 
Not to defend some worn-out creed, 
But to live out the laws of Christ 


In every thought, and word, and 
deed. 


‘“ God send us men alert and quick 
His lofty precepts to translate, 

Until the laws of Christ become 
The laws and habits of the State. 


**God send us men! God send us men! 


Patient, courageous, strong and 
true; 


With vision clear and mind equipped, 
His will to learn, His work to do. 


** God send us men with hearts ablaze, 
All truth to love, all wrong to hate; 
These are the patriots China needs, 


These are the bulwarks of the 
State.’’ 
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